Teacher’s Notes/ Readers Report

Title: Jessica’s Box
Author: Peter Carnavas
1. Synopsis

The whole family is excited about Jessica’s first day at school and Jessica is especially looking forward to making some friends.  Everyday, she sets out with her cardboard box full of things to impress the other children, only to find that friendship can’t be bought.  Jessica finally discovers there is one special thing that somebody might be interested in – herself.

Friendship and the value of being yourself are key themes in the book. 

2. Author/Illustrator style or medium

Peter has used watercolour and black pencil for the illustrations in the book.  Colour plays an important part in several pages, sometimes using sepia or blue shades to convey sadness.  The white space is also vital to the sense of emptiness and loneliness that Jessica sometimes experiences. 
3. Author/Illustrator Motivation

The idea for Jessica’s Box came from a very short story Peter wrote for his wife.  Several years later, he changed the character to a young girl and applied the theme of seeking friendship to the beginning of school.  As a teacher, Peter has also observed the efforts children will make in order to gain friends, particularly through toys and other possessions, when all they really need to offer is themselves.
4. Author/Illustrator Background Information

Peter Carnavas was born in Brisbane in 1980.  As a small boy he enjoyed copying out his favourite picture books and occasionally typed a small newspaper about the goings-on of his household.  At age ten, Peter’s family moved to the Sunshine Coast, where he gave up the violin, took up the guitar and learned to fish.  
Like most children his age, Peter was an enormous fan of Roald Dahl and Quentin Blake.  He spent most of his teenage years playing the guitar and drawing characters all over his school books, often wishing he could draw as well as his brother.  

Peter initially studied Media Studies before becoming a primary school teacher.  He has conducted cartooning workshops with children, painted school murals and developed an online travel buddy with students, which was awarded an Education Queensland Showcase Award.  If it was all up to Peter, he would spend most of his time reading books with his daughter, trying to play the mandolin and drawing little pictures of people.  
Jessica’s Box is Peter’s first published book. 

5. Educational Applicability

Friendship and the value of being yourself are the key themes in this book.
Discussion topics

Before reading the book

1. Ask the children what makes somebody a friend, what sort of things do friends do?
2. Why are friends important?

3. If somebody didn’t have any friends, how do you think they would feel?
4. What are some things we can do to make friends?

After Reading the book

1. What were some of things Jessica took in her box?
2. Why do you think nobody wanted to be her friend after she took all of those things?

3. How did Jessica make a friend in the end?  What was the special thing in her box?

4. What would you have done if you were Jessica?

5. Discuss the value of being yourself in order to make friends.
Friendship Chart
Draw a picture of yourself in the middle of a page.  Then draw pictures of the people who are important to you in circles around the outside.  Write their names beneath the pictures and write the qualities that make them a good friend.
Art, Craft & Design
Children could make Friendship Boxes.
Step 1.

Collect cardboard boxes, enough for every child.  Paint the outside of each box and leave to dry.

Step 2.

Children take photos of the people important to them.  Print them out and stick them to the sides of the box.  Children can then put a picture of themselves inside the box.  If photos are not practical, children can draw pictures of the people important to them.  

Step3.

Brainstorm the qualities of a good friend (honesty, kindness, trustworthiness, etc.) and add some of these words to the outside of the box.  
Further Research

1. Choose one friend to write a Friend Profile about.  Find out what they like, what they are interested in, favourite food, sport, music, etc.  Present to the class, along with why you think they are a good friend.
2. Make friendship posters, with tips on how to be a good friend, to be used in Prep/Preschool classrooms. 

3. Search for more books about children starting school.  What do the books have in common?  What sort of things do the characters have to deal with? 

6. Marketing & Selling Points

· The book depicts a story of a girl gaining friendship by being herself, an important message for many children who may attempt to forge friendships via other means. 
· Young children enjoy hearing stories about people their own age, experiencing things they may be going through,

7. How the book is to be promoted

Review copies to Magpies, Reading Time, metropolitan and regional dailies and various online forums.

Radio interviews

